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DO YOU SPEAK AN EXOTIC LANGUAGE or 

PARLEZ VOUS HUNGARIAN, FINNISH, PORTUGUESE ETC?? 

ProGuides NZ - the Professional Association of Tour Guides in New Zealand has been in existence since the earlier part of our new century.  Originally started by a handful of mostly German speaking tour guides, today ProGuidesNZ is proud to have over 120 members to date who cover a number of languages.  
However we are always looking for more linguists to join our tour guiding base!  We are especially looking for people who can offer something besides the mainstream languages.  For example, we often get requests for guides to accompany Hungarian, Finnish, Portuguese or Russian based languages, also English speakers.  

We are keen to hear from linguists who may be able to cover the occasional tour, off a cruise ship or otherwise, for a day or three.  We would like to think that some interpreters might also consider joining the guiding profession over time! 
We can’t say that the rates of pay are always the best - sometimes it can be a labour of love - but if you like people, this is an opportunity to meet with fascinating people, some of whom become friends for life.  

As a tour guide you have the opportunity to show people our country, through your eyes and experiences, with your own words.  Not translating other people but speaking from the heart, with your knowledge - and the opportunity to learn more about our country as you go.

The role of the tour guide has grown from being a ‘courier’, or ‘escort’ back in the 1980-90s to today being seen as a professional tour guide, tour manager, tour director.  Furthermore, if you have a driver’s licence and consider obtaining a passenger endorsement (similar to a taxi licence) you can conduct your own tour as a ‘driver/guide’.  

As a tour guide you provide professional and competent running commentary in your specialist language on all aspects of Aotearoa NZ.  Apart from this, you guide, manage, direct or otherwise organise your clients’ stay around New Zealand, thus the need to be a fluent speaker of English. The role of the tour guide is definitely multifaceted - we often feel like we need to be scientists, farmers, teachers, nurses, psychologists, entertainers, etc.  And some of our members are just that!

So again, if you feel this may be of interest to you, please log onto our Website and contact our Chairperson, Claudia Duffy (Claudia@proguides.co.nz) who is based in Auckland.  

